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ASF Networks AdBlock:
ASF Treasurer, Mina Darfoor,
just returned from Ground Zero,
and has filed this update:
In our last edition of the
Newsletter, we announced
the decision to deploy Phase
2 of the Achimota School Integrated System Solution
(ISS) - Networking of the
Administration Block, the
Head‘s office and the Staff
Common Room.
The Trustees of Achimota
School Foundation, Inc. dba
AC2010 are elated to inform
our readers and donors that
as of July 30th 2008, we have
successfully created for the
Achimota School Administration Block, a Local Area Network (LAN) that will link
computer users in the Headmistress‘ office to other users
in the AdBlock, namely the
Accounting and Bursar‘s office, the office of the Assistant Heads and the general
office. On August 5th 2008,
we also delivered 5 DELL Optiplex GX755 PCs that I was
honored to inspect during a
brief visit to Accra last month.
I also had the pleasure of
meeting the Achimota School
Bursar, Mr. Insaidoo, who
extended his gratitude to our

Phase 2 Completed

contributing members who
made all this possible.
The LAN will serve to share peripheral devices such as the
printers we delivered last year
and also allow for shared access
to the Internet, if need be. We
also ensured that the LAN would
be easily upgradeable to meet
the future needs of the school.

In all, 16 nodes were distributed in the various offices with
redundancy ports in the event
that there is a break in any of
the cables, and two network
switches installed with backup
power to link the administrative
offices with the Headmistress‘
office.

During my visit, I toured the
Staff Common Room with Achimota School Headmistress Mrs.
Beatrice Adom, and it was evident that some renovating
would have to be fully completed before networking the
structure and installing PCs for
the 16 Departments.
As an update, a major change
in ISS Phase
2 is our decision to revert
to the original
plan to structure the networking of
the Staff
Common
Room as
Phase 3. The
completion of
Phase 3 will
be an incentive for the
teaching staff who have frequently felt left out in the vision
to restore Achimota School to
her former glory. We look forward to reporting on Phase 3 in
subsequent editions of the
Newsletter. Watch out for upcoming editions…
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Living Waters
Spotlight on Akoras who are changing the World around them...

Akora Dr. Martha Eshun Hunter:
Akora Martha Eshun Hunter has
had a long and satisfying career
in education spanning the spectrum from elementary to the
university level. ―Teaching and
watching my highly gifted students (140 IQ and higher) in
Albuquerque flourish made me
realize how much more could be
done for regular education students.‖ Seeking opportunities to
share her ideas with other
teachers, she became an assistant principal, a special education director, and a principal
with the Albuquerque Public
Schools. She has spent numerous hours in classrooms, providing teachers with high-level
creative material and professional development in content
areas as well as classroom management.

Martha Eshun, as she was
known back then, was an allrounder at Achimota, although
she describes herself as being
―not particularly good at any one
thing.‖ However, she was quite
athletic and participated in field
hockey, netball, rounders, swimming (diving to be exact) and
athletics. She loved riding the
Slessor House bike around campus (and yes, they had a house
bike). She believes it is precisely
because of this exposure to a
well-rounded education that she

got picked as the center forward
for the University of New Mexico
women's field hockey team when
she was in college there.
After Achimota, Martha obtained
a B.A. Hons. in English, M.A. in
Secondary Education / Linguistics; Ed.S in Gifted Education —
all from the University of New
Mexico — and an Ed.D in Educational Leadership and Curriculum Development from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. She developed her career
as a teacher of the "gifted", as a
director of Special Education and
as a principal with the Albuquerque Public Schools for many
years. She retired in July 2005
after 12 years as the Executive
Director of K-12 Curriculum for
the Amherst Public and Regional
Schools in Amherst,
Massachusetts.
While she was Executive Director of
Curriculum for the
Amherst Public and
Regional Schools,
she was able to
shape her leadership role to improve
all aspects of the
system. In addition
to providing
professional development on
leadership for principals and
other administrators, she
worked with a team of 60-80
teachers every summer to develop curriculum, and planned
ongoing professional development for all district staff. She
developed teaching standards
for the K-12 district and a mentoring program that has supported and helped greatly with
the retention of new teachers.
Over the years, Akora Martha
has made presentations on

molding tomorrow’s leaders, one mind at a time
mathematics, language arts and
classroom management to national and international organi-

Dr. Martha Eshun Hunter
Class of 1962
Slessor House

While we don‘t have this problem in Achimota, I know students who are late developers
will benefit from the algebra kits
we donated to Achimota. The
Hands-On Equations System
literally ‗makes algebra child‘s
play‘ by providing concrete experience using the basic ideas
associated with algebraic linear
equations.‖
Dr. Eshun Hunter credits Achimota with inculcating in her the
leadership skills that have set
her apart from the pack
throughout her career. ―My English teacher, Richard Kay, so
enthralled us with his sword play
and acting that to this day, I still
remember most of Romeo and
Juliet by heart. Mr. P.C. Gbeho
always regaled us with stories of
his years of struggle in London,
making music class fun to attend, and of course, there was
Mr. F.K. Buah, our history
teacher, who taught us to go to
the primary source whenever
possible and not to take for
granted that everything written
is factual.

zations such as the Association
for Supervision and Curriculum
Development (ASCD) and the
National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics (NCTM). She has
led curriculum teams on accreditation visits to high schools in
Massachusetts and Connecticut.
Her work on the Research CounI did also have teachers like Mr.
cil of the Minority Student
Broome who, instead of teachAchievement Network (MSAN)
ing us math, had many of
involved working with teachers
us writing lines most of the time.
from over thirty school districts
and university professors across the
country in researching ways to close
the achievement
gap that seems to
exist between white
students and minority students in
US schools. ―One
of our findings was
that many minority
students are not
given opportunities to
Continued on P4, page bottom...
take algebra till too late.
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True Tales & Toli
From The Outlaws’ Hill
from Redding’s Random Recollections:

Meandering Memories of Motown: Episode 4
By Malcolm Redding
In previous episodes of
my Random Recollections,
I have mentioned my role
as a French teacher and
subsequently Head of
French at Achimota. It
was a rewarding time for a
teacher of a modern language. Those were the
days when learning a language involved knowing
something of its rules, its
grammar, its syntax. It
is, I fear, not everything
that has changed for the
better! Even during the
1960s there were moves
towards ―Direct Method‖
language teaching, a
method involving learning
the language only by being involved in conversation and discourse with no
understanding or knowledge of the whys and
wherefores, rather as a
baby learns its mother
tongue.
Wonderful notion in theory, in practice not quite
so straightforward; since
secondary school pupils
are literate, they naturally
want to know immediately

how to write the foreign
language, something
strictly forbidden by the
direct method.
I enjoyed
teaching from
the widelyused texts ―A
French Course
for West Africa‖ by H.M.
Purkis: in
those oldfashioned
days, the
course covered language
and its rules
and it was for
the teacher to
incorporate the sound and
idiom of the spoken
tongue into his or her lessons. But times moved on
and, supported by the
French Ministry of Education, the course ―Pierre et
Seydou‖ by Jacques
David, an ―Inspecteur de
l‘Académie,‖ was marketed and widely adopted.
This was a good course,
incorporating much active
participation by the students in the spoken language and much active
preparation and participation by the teachers –
good teachers did well
with it and obtained excellent results. Whether
overall it was successful I
cannot say, since I left
shortly after we had
adopted it: but I note with
regret that the status of
French at Achimota is, by
all accounts, not what it
used to be, just as in the
United Kingdom where,
shamefully, a modern language is no longer a compulsory subject after the

age of 14.
After such a serious start
to Episode 4, a more lighthearted note might be
appropriate,
so here is an
anecdote
from my
French
teaching at
Achimota.
Schoolchildren the
world over
behave in a
very similar
way when
confronted
with things
which might
be considered slightly rude
or risqué, such as body
parts and bodily functions:
they giggle, they smirk
and are secure in their
quite mistaken belief that
the adult involved has no
idea what they are smirking or giggling about!
Thus it was when they
learnt the French for ―next
to‖: à côté de; I soon noticed during my classes
that when this preposition
or similarly-sounding
words were being introduced, there was an outbreak of furtive giggling
and surreptitious nudging.
I wasted no time in finding
out why and soon inevitably found some student
bold enough to tell me;
after all, I could not allow
the class to be at an advantage over me particularly when there was a
joke involved. I like a
joke as well as the next
person! Of course, once I
made it clear that I was
well aware of the meaning

of the Twi word which the
French words resembled,
there was no fun in it any
more and the sniggering went
away.
I had some wonderful colleagues who taught French
with me: Carrol Tudge, wonderful teacher and formidable
participant in Gilbert and Sullivan operas, Gillian and David
Ladlow, reliable and dependable – David (nicknamed
Scorpion, I believe!) also
taught Latin, sadly another
subject lost from our respective curricula - Penny Neill,
daughter of Achimota‘s first
headmaster and Seth Lartey,
who preferred speaking
French to English. I do hope
that some of what we taught
was retained.
A few years ago Akora Noble
Dzisam was posted to the
Ghana High Commission in
London as Counsellor, I believe, after service in a number of francophone countries.
At OAA Reunions, he and I
always conversed in French; I
cannot adequately describe
my pride in having contributed to his linguistic skills and
his subsequent career.
Next episode:

I Was Also a Housemaster.
Malcolm Redding taught French at
Achimota from 1962 to 1969. He
was Housemaster in Cadbury,
Gyamfi and Livingstone Houses.
Since 1987 he has been very much
involved with the establishment and
running of the Achimota Trust
(www.achimotatrust.org) and with
the Old Achimotan Association in
the UK. He is retired and lives in
Yorkshire
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Apagyafo Chopbox
Updates on The Foundation’s Projects

Aggrey Quill Competition

Winners of the Aggrey
Quill Essay competition
received their prizes at
the closing assembly held
on Thursday, July 24th.
Mrs. Anna Odametey,
Assistant Headmistress 1,
made the presentations.
Pictures show from left:
First prize winner, Mary
Ansong of 2 Science 2;
Second prize winner Pamela Amoah of 2 Arts 1,
House 17;
Third prize winner Danquah Akoto Yaw, 2 Arts 3.

The Aggrey Quill is an essay-writing contest for current students at Achimota School that is designed
to encourage and promote the art of writing, creativity and innovative thinking. The contest hopes to
encourage students to think beyond conventional limits, display excellent command of the English
language and conduct studious enquiry into the essay topic. Cash prizes are awarded to students in
first, second and third place categories.
For a complete listing of rules governing this contest, visit our web site: www.AC2010.org

Akora Dr. Eshun Hunter

–cont. from P2

“Every breach of good manners or
common sense is a breach of school
rules". I learned firsthand from these
teachers and others how to inspire and
challenge people and bring out the best in
them--how to be a leader.‖

P2 top: Akora Martha. April 2008
P2 left column: Akora Martha with her english
class at St. Louis Secondary School, Kumasi, where
she taught english & history from 1970-1974.
P2 right column: With Gifted class (K-5), Old
Town Elementary. 1984.
P4 left column: With Gifted class (Gr. 1-3) and
her assistant. John Baker Elementary School. 1985.

Martha is married to her long-term sweetheart, Curtis Hunter, an African American. She has five grown sons, Frank,
Kelly, Korbie, Jojo and Sean. The first four
live in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Korbie
and Jojo are award winning body builders
and personal trainers. Sean, the youngest is a computer analyst and lives in Louisiana.

P4 right column: In front of Enbacks Skolen,
Sweden, after doing a presentation to staff on
―Developing Mathematical Thinking.‖ 2001.

Roll Call
OF DEPARTED AKORAS

She says she donated to the campaign
because she believes in Achimota School
and what we are trying to do together.
“Our school gave us an education that
has made it possible for many of us to

Pictures in this Living Waters Profile
courtesy of Martha Eshun Hunter:

compete with the best and brightest
all over the world. We must help our
school provide the same quality
education to the next generation of
young Ghanaians.
Thank you AC2010 for the support you
are giving our great school. At a class
reunion in Ghana last year, I was thrilled
to learn how well my classmates had all
done --truly going out “as living waters
to a thirsty land”.
Though now retired, I would like to
acknowledge my gratefulness to
Achimota School for giving me the
start that launched me on such a
wonderful journey.“

CAROLINE NAA JAMA ODUNT0N
(nee Oddoye) Class of 1977, House 11.
Passed away July 23, 2008. Wife of Akora
Eddie Odunton, 1967. Sister of Akoras Adrian
(1974), George (1976), Naami (1979),
Bridget & Brenda (1981) and Junior (1984).
STEPHEN SAWYERR
Class of 1978, Cadbury House.
Buried July 25, 2008. Brother of Akora Valerie Sawyerr (1979), brothers and sisters.
MILLICENT EMILY OGBO TAYLOR
(nee Caesar) Class of 1951.
Passed away June 7, 2008.
Mother of Akora Araba Swaniker (nee Taylor)
1979, Sybil Taylor, Aba Taylor. Mother-in-law
of Akora George Swaniker (1979).
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-- Updates on Projects & Initiatives

Class of 1988 Provides School with Living Water
Report filed by: Maria Kwami in Accra
The OAA 1988 year group presented a borehole to the school on
June 22nd in celebration of their 20th anniversary. The borehole
was constructed on the Western compound, adjacent to the dining
hall.
Addressing the assembled student body, staff, OAA representatives and class of 1988 during a thanksgiving service held in the
Aggrey Chapel, Reverend Oko Bortei-Doku, a member of that year
group, said that the choice of a water-related project by his class
was in fulfillment of the prophetic mandate to Akoras to ―go forth
as living waters to a thirsty land.‖ He explained that the group
had chosen the Western compound as the location of this project
because during their five to seven years‘ stay at Achimota, every
single student in that year group had at some point been housed
or resettled on that campus as part of a resettlement experiment
by the administration.
In her acceptance speech, the headmistress, Mrs. Beatrice Adom
(nee Quaye, 1975) acknowledged that ―water is everything‖ and
expressed gratitude that the class of 1988 in their own gratitude,
had chosen to give back this portion to the school.
Dr. Andre Kuma, organizing secretary of the group, disclosed that
the project had cost 150 million Ghana new cedis.

Pictures from top to bottom:
Dr. Andre Kuma (far left) posing with members of the organizing
committee and Mrs. Adom (in Brown attire);
Acceptance entourage comprising the chaplain, the boys’ senior
prefect, the headmistress, the OAA president and the girls’ senior
prefect;
Akora Sara-Lynn Nuno-Mansaray, OAA president, tasting the first
draught of the living water before passing the pitcher around;
Class of 1988 posing with the headmistress and the OAA president.
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-- More Updates on Projects & Initiatives

ShareCare Ghana Launched
and has herself been living with Neuromyelitis Optica (NMO or Devic’s Disease, a variant of Multiple
Sclerosis) since 1996. You cannot afford to miss
reading her ―Living Waters‖ profile in the October
issue of this newsletter.

On June 19th, Sharecare4U marked what is no
doubt a significant step in the uphill climb to raise
public awareness about autoimmune diseases.
Sharecare Ghana, which has been a registered nonprofit organization since 19th November 2007, was
officially launched under the auspices of the Ghana
College of Physicians and Surgeons.

Pictures:

The occasion was a poignant one as members of
the Sharecare4U organization, with the support of
big-name sponsors, close friends and family, and
well-wishers savored this moment.
Sharecare4U was begun in 2006 as a support group
of Ghanaians with rare neuro-immunological diseases. The group‘s makeup inevitably expanded to
include people with all autoimmune conditions such as Transverse Myelitis, Acute Disseminated
Encephalomyelitis (ADEM), Neuromyelitis Optica
(Devic's disease), Rheumatoid Arthritis, Multiple
Sclerosis, Lupus – their medical professional caregivers, as well as their support network of family
and friends. Sharecare Ghana plans to continue
raising awareness, providing information, raising
funds for research and treatment, and providing
support to people living with autoimmune conditions.
Our very own Akora Nana Yaa Agyeman (Kingsley
House, 1977) is the Coordinator of this organization

Top Left: Akora Prof. Paul K. Nyame (1958), Rector
of the Ghana College of Physicians and Surgeons.
Top Right: Akora Marian Addaquay nee Effah
(1977, Kingsley House) in opening prayer;
Bottom left: Alhaji L.M. Muniru, Deputy Director of
Policy Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation at the
Ministry of Health, who represented the Minister of
Health, and Akora Dr. Albert Akpalu (1987);

Akora Nana Yaa Agyeman
Class of 1977, Kingsley House
For more information about
Sharecare Ghana, visit their
web site at

www.sharecare4u.org.

Bottom Right: from Left: Akoras Maria Gwira nee
Kwami, 1981, Kingsley House; Caroline Graham nee
Ennin, 1977, Kingsley House; Mabel Apaloo nee
Williams-Baffoe, 1977, Kingsley House; Yaa Achiaa
Agyeman, 1963; Ohene-Kofi Dei, 2007; Nana Yaa
Agyeman, 1977, Kingsley House; Prof. Paul K.
Nyame (1958); Marian Addaquay nee Effah, 1977,
Kingsley house; and Yaa Gyamera, 1977, Slessor
House. Other Akoras not present in the group picture but who came to support Akora Nani are
Sandy Andah nee Amegashie, 1977 House 17 and
Ama Duncan nee Bentsi-Enchill 1977 Kingsley House
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OAA
OAA--National Capital Area Aug. 30th

Great Akora Cookout

A
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And from the

Dotch Event in London

Ken Agra reports

We had just about the right numbers, about 40. George Kingsley-Agbley and I were the first to arrive at
about 5pm, followed soon after by Mrs. Brew-Graves. Prof. Konotey-Ahulu, chairman of OAA-UK arrived a little later with his wife and his granddaughter. Other Akoras including the Deputy High Commissioner, Akora Kwesi Quartey, soon followed. The last people arrived at about 9pm but as there was
still a lot of food and drinks they didn't miss out on anything. People left at different times and the first to
arrive (George and I) were also last to leave, just after 11.30pm. It was a very informal event, no
speeches etc. The food was great, there was a lot of interaction and everyone who attended had a lovely
time. We raised £630.00 after costs (food and drinks) which in my opinion was excellent and I have
written to all who attended or made contributions, thanking them for their very kind generosity and also
for supporting the event. We hope to organize a similar event next summer, towards the end of June or
early July. — Ken Agra is lead trustee of Achimota Trust UK.
(See picture I.D.s on P8).
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Editor‘s Notes

Masthead: Aggrey Chapel Choir
courtesy Maria Kwami

We hope you continue to enjoy receiving this newsletter.
We welcome your comments and contributions.

Your Submissions Needed for the
following sections:

Tso Bwei! – Updates on projects &
initiatives

IDs & C r e d i t s

ASF Network Story Pictures
courtesy Mina Darfoor:

Send your contributions, comments,
questions and rejoinders to:

Insert- Staff Common Room
L- Assistant Headmistress Mrs. Anna Odametey
receiving donation of Dell computers.

AchimotaSchoolFoundation@Gmail.com

All submitted material must contain the
following information:

R- D link switch network distributor.

Your name & maiden name (if relevant)

OAA-NCA Picnic Pictures
courtesy Maria Kwami

True Tales & Toli – Your recollec-

Boarding House

tions of school days

O-level year group (if an Akora)

Voices – Snippets of your feedback
& comments

Roll Call – Announcements of

P1 Margin- Akoras Mina Darfoor nee Otoo 1980
Clark House; Asabea Acquaah-Harrison nee OfosuAppiah,1977 Kingsley House; Esi Cleland nee
Coker 1980 Slessor House.

All submissions and material featured are
copyrighted works of their owners or
Achimota School Foundation dba AC2010,
and may not be disseminated without
prior written consent from AC2010 or the
owners of those works.

A- Asabea Acquaah-Harrison Mina Darfoor;
Frankie Cleland (Adisco); Kofi (Saga) Darfoor 1976
Gyamfi House; Esi Cleland..

births, marriages, obits

B- Verna Vanderpuje 1981 House 17.

Living Waters – Profiles of Akoras
who are changing our world

AC2010 is not responsible for your interpretation of any ideas or suggestions contained in any of its publications. We reserve the right to edit any submitted material for clarity, length and decency.

C- Jessica with mom Ann-Barbara Hyde 1982
Clark House, Doris Boakye-Agyeman 1982 House
17 & Rosemary Pupulampo 1982 Clark House.
D- Artu with Shirley Boateng on Chichinga Patrol.
E- Asabea Acquaah-Harrison, Maria Gwira nee
Kwami 1981 Kingsley House and Mina Darfoor.

Postage

Achimota School Foundation
Post Office Box 2211
Germantown MD
20875-2211, U.S.A.

F- Mrs. Pat Kwami nee Carboo-Sumney (Aburi
Girls) with granddaughter Rebecca Gwira.

Stamp

G- Nutsifafa Yaa Agudu 1986 Slessor House.
H- Ben and Sophia Mensah with daughter Serena,
friends of Achimota.
I- Dr. Michael Buadoo (Saint Augustine’s), friend
of Achimota.

Recipient’s Name
& Address

J- Desmond Abban and Winfred Djan, both of
Saint Augustine’s, friends of Achimota.

Go Here

OAA UK Dotch Event Pictures
courtesy George Kingsley-Agbley
P1 Margin- Mrs. Konotey-Ahulu & granddaughter.
K- Mrs. Charlotte Brew-Graves, former Headmistress of Achimota School, Ms. Grace Nartey and Dr.
Felix Konotey-Ahulu (1949).
L- Ken Agra (1971), Hon. Kwesi Quartey
(Deputy Ghana High Commissionner to the UK)
and Thomas Ampofo (1970).

Send All Enquiries to:
AchimotaSchoolFoundation@Gmail.com
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