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Cadet Square Buzz:
Aggrey Quill Essay Contest Launched
Accra, July 19 - “[Mrs. Mensah] clearly and succinctly emphasized the
historical nature of the event within the context of "this time" we alum are
helping the students direct with caring support for them alone. That this time
the alum support afforded them (each and every one of them) was not about
buildings...
I mentioned that their older Akora brothers a nd sisters in Ghana, abroad and
even Iraq thought of them and were concerned for them...
It was very still and quiet... until they clapped with sounds of joy and
appreciation for AC2010's efforts and all their Akora brothers and sisters. This
generation, of teenagers, seated before me all projected the feel of
understanding the effects of an Internet Group. As though all they knew was
THE INTERNET. Interesting for me to gage. Powerful...”
With these words culled from her blog which was filed after the event, Akora
Brenya Twumasi (1978), accompanied by the Acting Headmistress, Mrs. Flora
Mensah, Mrs. Asare, Head of the English Department and OAA executive
Secretary, Akora Eunice Quarcoopome, launched the Aggrey Quill Essay
Competition on behalf of AC2010 on Thursday, July 19th, in the Aggrey Chapel.
The premier essay title is, “Despite all the great things about Achimota,
what would you change about the school if you had the opportunity?”
and the deadline for submissions is August 19, 2007.
The fist place winner will be awarded $100 and the competition frequency is
every two months, with a new essay title released at the beginning of every
other month. Students can send the essays via email to asabea@ac2010.org
or hand deliver legible hard copies to Akora Charles Narnor (Phone: 0244
314933) by August 19, 2007.
Akora Brenya was accompanied on this mission by her supportive family, who
were getting ready to attend the funeral of her late father, Prof. Twumasi, in the
Ashanti Region.
For more detailed information on the Aggrey Quill competition or to donate to this
and other ventures, visit the Ac2010 web site at www.AC2010.org.

PICTURES TO BE POSTED ON THE FORUM LATER

focus

Introducing:
The New Headmistress
Of Achimota School
The recent appointment of an Akora from
The Ghana Education
Service (GES) as
principal of Achimota
School brings with it a
lot of optimism for Old
Achimotans all over
the world.
Beatrice Adom, nee Quaye (Clark House, 1975),
was appointed Headmistress in February 2007,
just as the school was gearing up to mark its
80th birthday.
On a quick trip to Washington DC with her
previous school, Accra High School, Akora
Beatrice made time at the beginning of her tight
schedule to meet with DC-area Akoras who
would not let this rare opportunity to give her a
true Akora welcome slip by them.
Present at the informal meeting in the home of
Akoras Kofi (Saga) and Mina (Otoo) Darfoor
was the entire executive of the OAA National
Capital Area Chapter, led by Akora Charles
Evans-Anfom, as well as several local AC2010
members and other locally resident Akoras.
(Cont. on page 4)
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Profiles of Akoras Who are Making a Difference
and faith-based counseling, and
providing financial support to single
mothers. In Africa the organization also
provides eye care, vocational training and
undertakes village improvement projects.
(Visit their website at
Http://www.hiotwm.org/index.html
Akora Charles does not take lightly his
education at Achimota School because
he never saw himself as fitting what he
considered the typical profile of an
Achimota School student: “Destiny had
me find myself in one of the greatest
schools in Ghana and West Africa. I
never dreamt of ever setting foot in
Achimota... I was always just in a state
of both stupor and excitement at
making it in by Divine intervention...”
Charles Narh, a.k.a Zee-Narh
Class of 1989
House 12 & Cadbury House
Evangelist Charles Narh is a multifaceted human being, whose zest for
living is at the core of everything he
does. Currently serving as an associate
pastor at the Mount Zion Missionary
Baptist Church in Redwood, California
where he is under-studying Pastor
Campbell, he also holds down a full-time
job as an ophthalmic technician with
Kaiser Permanente in Milpitas, California,
and in December 2003, he founded Help
Is On The Way Ministries (HIOTWM), a
non-profit charitable corporation that
provides physical, spiritual, social and
financial aid to developing areas in
Ghana. Although it is a faith-based
organization, there is no religious
criterion for those receiving aid.
Akora Charles attributes his networking
abilities to his days at Achimota School
when he learned to appreciate the close
proximity of the campus to the two
villages of Achimota Village and Anunmle
Village, an association that has stayed in
his mind all these years and continues to
inspire him to heed the call to improve
the living conditions in Ghanaian villages.
His organization is currently involved in a
development program to mechanize an
existing well to supply potable water to
thousands of people in the village of
Tokuroano. HIOTWM is involved in other
areas of ministry such as evangelical
services, through speaking engagements

Says Zee-Narh of his vision for Achimota,
“ I love Achimota so much and in all
my dealings, I kept saying to myself
that one day if I could mobilize my
mates, we would do something for the
school. Then I came across this
wonderful group AC2010, and I have
fallen in love with what you're trying to
accomplish in seeing that the Grey
City of the Outlaws' Hill stands tall
once again... I see Achimota as a
complete village that has the potential
to create more great people for our
Nation. ”
He is calling on Akoras to think back to
the day they arrived at Achimota, in their
green dresses or khaki shorts and cream
shirts, filled with the possibilities promised
by the vast campus. “I don't think in its
present state, any of us would feel
proud and say this was once the place
we received [an education that has
made us] who we are now, let alone
send our children there.”
His advice to all Akoras: “There is no
need to reinvent the wheel. AC2010
has started to create the wheel which
would turn our beloved school around,
all we need to do is help them by
putting in our contributions to place
all the spokes which would turn the
wheel... Maybe who knows, one day
my children will have to go to school
there and I would love for them to find
it in the best of conditions.”

“The 1968 Year Group are sourcing vendors
to supply a PA System for Aggrey Chapel.
They are also working on their 40th
Anniversary gift to the School.
The 1957 Year Group sunk a borehole behind
Aggrey House. As mechanized and structured
the water source now feeds the School
reservoir. A comprehensive solution to the
water shortage on campus.
OAA North America Capital Area Chapter
held the 15th annual fundraiser July 7th, at
Adom Villa, Maryland. Guest Speaker was
the Ghana Ambassador to the USA.
**(Pictures on P5, more pictures to be
posted later on the AC2010 website)**
OAA North America Capital Area Chapter
has received a $12,000.00 quote for a
generator that is capable of powering at least
two Houses to alleviate the energy crisis.
Calling all Akoras in the Washington DC
Metro Area and elsewhere, please help with
donations to make this a reality. If you would
like to donate to this cause please contact
Akora Barbara Hyde through AC2010 at
ac2010akora@gmail.com.
The 1976 Year Group are in the final phase
Of completing a third School Gate near the
School Hospital. With similar wrought iron
structure and dimensions as the main gate, the
construction of roofed sentry boxes alongside
the gate should give the School the much
needed increase in security.
The 1980 North America Year Group delivers
an Executive Desk and Chair for the Head's
office. **(Pictures on P5)**
If you or someone you know in a particular
Year Group is working on a Project at the
School, do share your story and experience
with us.
Need support and an outreach message to
your Year Group to resuscitate your Year
Group’s Anniversary Project? Contact us at
ac2010akora@gmail.com. If your Year
Group has money sitting in a bank doing
nothing, contact us to pool your resources
through AC2010. No matter the amount, you
will get recognized for donating towards the
refurbishment of the school.
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Charles is married to Emma, nee EntsuaMensah and they live in California, USA

UT OMNES UNUM SINT ! !

Apagyafo Chopbox
Updates on the Treasury
By Mina Darfoor

As of May 2007, AC2010 had completed the
registration of the Achimota School
Foundation, Inc., a not for profit corporation,
in the United States. To answer the question,
"What happens after 2010?" there will be,
much like the Achimota Trust (UK) and the
ASET (Ghana), the Achimota School
Foundation, to continue the work.
To quote from the Articles of Incorporation,
paragraphs Three and EightTHIRD: "The Corporation is formed for the
following purposes:
(a) To assist in fulfilling the Achimota
School's educational aspirations
for the future: continuing to enhance the
school's long-standing tradition
of excellence so that it becomes yet again a
beacon of hope in the African
educational landscape.
(b) To operate exclusively for charitable,
religious, educational or
scientific purposes including for such
purposes, the making of distributions
to organizations that qualify as exempt
organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the
corresponding sections of any future federal
tax code ("the Code").

Notwithstanding any other provision of
these articles, the corporation shall
not carry on any other activities not
permitted to be carried on (a) by a
corporation exempt from federal
income tax under Section 501 (c) 3 of
the Internal Revenue Code, or the
corresponding section of any future
federal tax code or (b) by a
corporation, contributions to which are
deductible under Section 170 (c) (2) of
the Internal Revenue Code, or the
corresponding section of any future
federal tax code.”
To all who continue to give of their
time, funds in support of the restoration
of Achimota School we say thank you.
No amount is too small.
The Piggy Bank is now at
$49,835.31
Have you Donated Today?
Http://www.ac2010.org/Giving.html

Departures
Akora Evelyn Akoley Baffour
(nee Cofie, 1943)
Akora Thomas Mensah (1975)
Akora Derek Holt
(1956 Teacher)
Akora Richard Frimpong
(aka ROKO, 1972)
Akora Charles B. Balagumyetime
(aka BALA, 1973)
Akora Marjorie Allen
(nee Whipp, 1953 teacher)

Meandering Memories of Motown:

(c) To engage in any lawful activities which
are in furtherance of the purposes of the
Corporation, but subject to the restrictions
set forth herein”
EIGHTH: No part of the net earnings of the
corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or
be distributable to its members, trustees,
officers or other private persons, except that
the corporation shall be authorized and
empowered to pay reasonable compensation
for services rendered and to make payments
and distributions in furtherance of the
purposes set forth in Article Three hereof. No
substantial part of the activities of the
corporation shall be the carrying on of
propaganda, or otherwise attempting
to influence legislation, and the corporation
shall not participate in, or intervene in
(including the publishing or distribution of
statements) any political campaign on behalf
of, or in opposition to any candidate for
public office.

Roll Call

Episode 1
By
Malcolm Redding
When Kofi Darfoor invited me to contribute to the newsletter, he gave
me the following brief:
“Typically we seek contributions of about 500 to 750 words and it could be
on just about anything you desire. Recollections of your time at the school,
perhaps, or a reflection on events since; a humorous tale or even an aside
on the sometimes-appalling dining hall food. Just about anything.”
So here goes on anything I desire, random, not necessarily connected,
recollections of the seven years 1962-69 that influenced the rest of my life;
as you read my ramblings, remember that I was just 22 years old when I
arrived, this was my first job and I was very wet behind the ears.
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Headmistress... (Cont. from page 1)
Akora Beatrice and the Akoras exchanged ideas about how to
work together to improve standards at Achimota. She was very
optimistic about the future of the school and saw as a valuable
source of endowment, the dedicated teachers, brilliant students
and several committed Akoras who would all play an important
role in moving the school in the right direction. Her immediate
source of concern was the security of the campus, staff and
students during the nationwide scheduled power outages.
Before her appointment to head Achimota, Mrs. Adom was the
Assistant Principal of Accra High School.

Some of the Akoras who met with the new headmistress, July 14th.
From L to R: Maria Kwami (1981), Charles Evans-Anfom (1979),
Mrs. Alice Allotey, John Allotey, M.D. (1962),
Franklin Ayensu(1973), and Kofi Darfoor (aka Saga 1977)

Meandering Memories... Episode 1
(Cont. from page3)
I got the job by applying for the vacancy for
a French teacher advertised in the Times. I
had no idea what Achimota was, it could
have been in the far bush for all I knew! I
was obviously very lucky to have been
appointed. I don't think that I ever had what
is called a “vocation” for teaching, though
both my parents were teachers and I suppose
it was to that extent in my genes. But I did, I
think, find that I enjoyed it and, without any
formal training, had a facility for it.
Achimota was where I started and Achimota
was where I picked up, of necessity very
quickly, my skills and abilities.
French did not come easily to every student
though we did have good results and
successes. In those days, of course, students
were taught the rules and regulations of
grammar, both in English and in French, and
the introduction of other methods came only
later. The move away from such formal
training is, in my view, utterly deplorable
and has had a markedly deleterious effect on
language skills.

Even now, 40 years later, I
still undertake some staff
training in English
Grammar at my former
place of work in the UK
and am amazed at how
little grammar people
know: my students at
Achimota knew more
about it than my adult
students here in Yorkshire!

I arrived in October
1962, after the start
of term, having been
delayed in England
by illness. I was met
at Accra Airport by
a smartly-dressed
Gentleman whom I assumed to be the
headmaster or someone equally important: it
was only after he had eloquently and formally
welcomed me to Ghana and Achimota that he
took me to the School VW minibus, known in
those days as the kit-car, that I realised he was
Mr. Danso, the school driver. I was taken to
the house which was to be my home for the
first few months, Bungalow 8 on the South
side of the oval; for a single man it was a
positive mansion and I could not believe how
lucky I was.
On arrival at the house, I was greeted by a
venerable gentleman who introduced himself
as my cook-steward. He was Joseph Akpaglo
from Alogboshie village. He was not sure how
old he was but had been born “two years
before the Great War”. So Joseph appointed
himself as my majordomo, a post which he
held until my departure seven years later. I
was delighted in 1997, when we returned for
the Golden Jubilee celebrations, to visit
Joseph, then 85 years old, with his family in
his village. Like all my students, this form
was very kind to me and very understanding
of my youth: perhaps I was only about as old
as some of them!

When I arrived at Achimota, the Head of
French was an American lady, Carole Rose and
the first class I taught was an O-level class, 5D.
To my shame, I do not now remember who
most of the students in that class were, though I
do recall Cyril Nutsugah and Bell Dzide
(subsequent Senior Prefect, I think). Like all
my students, this form was very kind to me and
very understanding of my youth: perhaps I was
only about as old as some of them!
I very soon discovered the Staff Club which
became an important part of my social life in
Ghana over the next seven years. I had many
enjoyable evenings there with members of staff
who soon became friends as well as colleagues:
Peter Renner, who gave his whole life to
Achimota, Adrian Sherwood, “Terror”, muchloved and respected by all his students, John
Barham, musician extraordinaire and fellow
Yorkshireman and his wife Liz, Dr Joe
Sunkwa-Mills, school doctor and model of
urbanity and charm, Father Bill Wild who was
eventually disgracefully deported from Ghana
and of course Marion Evans, who eventually
took me on as her husband. I remember with
great affection the staff end-of-term parties
where we were fortunate enough, mainly
because Peter Renner seemed to know
everybody, to retain wonderful highlife dance
bands such as ET Mensah and the Tempoes.

Malcolm Redding taught French at Achimota from 1962 to 1969. He was Housemaster in Cadbury, Gyamfi and Livingstone Houses. Since 1987 he has been very
much involved with the Old Achimotan Association in the UK and with the establishment and running of the Achimota Trust (www.achimotatrust.org)

Do not miss Part 2 of Malcolm Redding's recollections in the next newsletter.
Published and distributed by the Achimota School Foundation. www.AC2010.org. All Rights Reserved.
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AC2010 Founder Wins
GPA Award
Our very own Akora Michel Bowman-Amuah,
Founder of AC2010, was one of the recipients
of the Ghana at 50 GPA Awards.
By Asabea Acquaah-Harrison
While AC2010 commissioners - Mina
Darfoor (nee Otoo, 1980) and Maria
Gwira (nee Kwami, 1981) and other
Akoras were jamming away at Adom Villa
on Sat. 7th July, a few AC2010
commissioners - Asabea AcquaahHarrison (nee Ofosu-Appiah, 1977),
George Kingsley-Agbley (1975) and
Kobby Bentsi-Enchill (1992) made their
way to the 7th Annual Ghanaian
Professional Awards (GPA) Ceremony at
The Royal Lancaster Hotel, London.
Michel Bowman-Amuah, founder of
AC2010 had been nominated by the
AC2010 executive in April 2007, and as
we expected, he made it to the finals one of 4 Ghanaian Professionals who
had been nominated for the GPA
International Award 2007.
As Michel could not make it to the
ceremony, George Kingsley Agbley (aka
BBC) and I accepted the award on his
behalf. After a short acceptance speech
in which Michel dedicated the award to
the Almighty, his family and his AC2010
family, I reminded those present that
Achimota School was indeed the best
school in Ghana, much to the annoyance
of some.
Michel won out of a total of four finalists.
The other finalists this year were:
Charles Nimo Mensah aka Mr. CNN
(CNN Electronic Media Inc. /
Ghanaweb.com), Samia Nkrumah,
Journalist and Broadcaster and Hugh
Aryee, Co-Chairman, Ghana's Golden
Homecoming 2007.

Michel Bowman-Amuah (1980)
---------------------------Group Picture L to R: Dr. Felix
Konotey-Ahulu - 1949 year group
who presented the award;
Asabea Acquaah-Harrison
(Nee Ofosu-Appiah 1977)&George Kingsley-Agbley (1975). Picture courtesy of Smile Photograpy, UK.

The following is an excerpt from Akora Michel's acceptance speech:
“Then I must not forget my amazing and tireless partners in this grand undertaking,
the AC2010 family who collectively, represent more than themselves but the broader
global Ac2010 and Akora team who have proven through words teamwork and
sustained action that there is hope for our people, and that We can overcome these
tremendous challenges and ultimately prevail.
We must resist the urges to rest on our well-deserved laurels and press on with the
work at hand, to first restore our alma mater, Achimota School, and lay out a
template that shall be emulated by other alumni organizations as they too embark on
their restoration journeys to renew and refresh their schools, colleges & universities,
ultimately resulting in the revitalization of Ghana's education system to create the
next generation of bright and talented, purpose-driven leaders.”

Pictures from Akora Projects and Events

New Desk & Chair for Head’s office. Right: Akora David Okai presenting on behalf of 1980 year group.
With him are incoming headmistress Akora Beatrice Adom (R) & Mrs. Flora Mensah, acting headmistress(center), staff & students.

Over the years, several Akoras have won
GPA Awards. In 2006, Nii Adjeidu Armar
(Gyamfi, 68), Consultant Gynaecologist
and Fertility Specialist, Central Middlesex
Hospital UK, won the award for Health Medicine.
MICHEL, Congratulations!
AC2010 Commissioners, Ayekoo!
All DONORS to date, Congratulations!

Left: OAA-NCA celebration July 7th. From L-R:
Mina Darfoor (nee Otoo, 1980), Charles EvansAnfom (1979), Fannie Marcell (1962), Philip
Agbeko (1986)& Rowena Baiden(Acquaah,1975)

Former Cadets Reunite at Adom Villa July 7th:
L-R: Ben Owusu-Frimpong (aka BOF, 1979), Janet
DeYoungster (1981), Maria Kwami (1981). On the far
right is Priscilla, BOF’s wife (Wesley Girls, 1982).
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Editor’s Notes

Get Involved

We hope you have enjoyed this issue of the Campaign newsletter. In the months
ahead we plan to feature your contributions under various sections and invite you
to submit comments and short features for these sections.
Aggrey Quill – Featuring essays from current
Achimota School students participating in this
AC2010-sponsored essay competition
Apagyafo Chopbox – Treasury Updates
Assembly Hall –
Arts and Entertainment from the Achimotan
community
Assume All Titles –
Official news from the School Administration
Cadet Square Buzz –
For all things AC2010 and Campaign news
Gaters' Way –
Featuring in-house marriages, (whom did their
kids end up looking like??)
Roll Call –
Alumni News: births, weddings and deaths.
Tsoo Bwei! – Progress report on year group or
boarding-house projects & other Akora initiatives

Send your contributions, comments,
questions and rejoinders to:
letters@AC2010.org.
All material should include the following:
Your name & maiden name (where
relevant), boarding house and O-level year
group, if an Akora.
All material featured are copyrighted works of their
owners or Achimota School Foundation dba Ac2010,
and may not be disseminated without prior written
consent from Ac2010 or the owners of those works.
Ac2010 is not responsible for your interpretation of
any ideas or suggestions contained in any of its
publications. We reserve the right to edit any
submitted material for clarity, length and decency.

Staffed entirely by volunteers, the
Achimota School Capital campaign
is seeking people to join our effort.
No contribution is too small, no suggestion too insignificant. If you believe in the cause of restoring Achimota School, regardless of your
geographical location, then come
and join us as we make a difference
in the lives of Achimota’s students.
To get in touch just visit our website
www.AchimotaCapitalCampaign.org
and get involved today!
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