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During the three-year run of the Capital Campaign, part of the 
funds collected - approximately $83,646 - were used to fund several 
projects in the school, including:  

The Aggrey Quill Essay Competition  

A Lawn tractor-mower 

Networking of the Ad Block 

Computers for the Ad Block 

Networking of the Staff Common Room  

Computers and computer furniture for the Staff Common Room 

Broadband Installation in head‟s office 

Refurbishment of head‟s office 

Digital Camera 

Commercial Grade photocopiers and a Printer 

Heavy Duty John Deere Farming Tractor with accessories  

The ASF board will soon release to the to the school board and do-
nor community, the final report on the Capital Campaign along with 
a summary of its strategic plans for the future. 
 
This is the last issue of “CommonRoom Updates.” Back issues of 
are available on the AC2010 web site. The ASF will continue to 
send communiqués via Constant Contact. 

The ASF board of trustees takes this opportunity to thank all Akoras 
and friends of Achimota School, whose tireless efforts and dedica-
tion to our alma mater made the Capital Campaign a successful 

endeavor.    UT Omnes Unum Sint! 

The Capital Campaign, launched on October 1, 2006 by the then 
newly formed Achimota Commission 2010 (AC2010), and mandated 
by the Achimota School Board to raise funds toward the restoration 
of Achimota School, concluded its mission on March 31, 2010. The 
total raised during this effort was $163, 646.51 which, although 
far short of the perhaps over-ambitious campaign goal of $5 million, 
still represents the single largest sum ever raised by volunteers on 
behalf of  Achimota School. 

With the ending of the Capital Campaign, the Achimota School 
Foundation is now poised to broaden the scope of its operations, 
which had been preoccupied by this campaign since the inception of 
AC2010 in February of 2006, to embrace other roles, including that 
of a think-tank or advocacy group.  

The Akora community was confronted at the beginning of this year 
with the need to address a potential health crisis stemming from the 
breakdown of the school‟s antiquated sewerage plant, and the ASF 
stepped up to the plate, launching a communications campaign that 
raised public awareness of the crisis and rallied Akoras all over the 
world around the cause. 

The end of the Capital Campaign also coincided with the resignation 
of one of the ASF pioneers and member of its board of trustees, 
Akora Asabea Acquaah-Harrison (1977) -aka “Hat Lady”- whose 
tireless, cross-continental work ethic will leave a void in the hearts 
of all Akoras who received from her the foundation‟s communiqués, 
phone calls and “thank you for donating” certificates. In her place, 
Akora Franklyn Ayensu (1973) joins Akoras Kingsley Orraca-Tetteh, 
Mina Darfoor, Maria Kwami Gwira and Kwame Mfodwo as the fifth 
member of the board. 

AC2010 Capital Campaign Concludes — by Maria Gwira 

Akoras in the Washington DC area gathered at the Ghana Wesley United Methodist Church in Northern 
Virginia on February 28 to celebrate the life of Nana Alan P. Rudwick, who passed away on December 
17, 2009. Rudwick served as headmaster of Achimota School from 1965 to 1977, and was one of the 
most-admired heads in the history of the 83-year old institution. 

Akora Reverend Emily Buabasah nee Yomekpe (1975) was the officiating minister for the occasion. Her 
year group was the last A-level class during Rudwick‟s tenure, having had him as headmaster their en-
tire seven years.  

She said that unlike the rich man depicted in Luke Chapter 16, Rudwick utilized the talents that God 
had given him by being “willing to mingle with Africans and to serve.” Not only was he interested in 
changing the infrastructure of the school, but he also improved the students‟ lives by promoting the 
arts and investing in their education. 

Rev. Buabasah acknowledged the role played by his widow, Dr. Ann Rudwick, who also committed her 
life to service, working as a physician at the Achimota Hospital, “although there were bigger and better-
equipped hospitals where she could have worked.” 

The Akora community was well represented by members of the OAA National Capital Area, members of 
the Board of Trustees of the Achimota School Foundation, area Akoras and several who came in from 
out-of-state.  

(Cont on P4) 

Rudwick Given Fond Farewell — by Maria Gwira 

See ‘Rudwick Farewell’   

conclusion and photos on 

P4. 

http://www.ac2010.org/newsletter/Links-to-newsletters.doc
http://www.ac2010.org/newsletter/Links-to-newsletters.doc
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Living WatersLiving Waters  
Spotlight On Akoras Who Are Changing The World Around Them... 

I am proud to have gone to Achimota School, a great school by all 
standards, and to have had the opportunity to serve as Kingsley 
House prefect. One of the many things we learnt was that service 
was important. 

At Achimota, we 
took self-esteem 
and achievement for 
granted. I was 
therefore surprised 
to see so many peo-
ple of African de-
scent with low self 
worth and aspira-
tions in the United 
Kingdom. In 2002, 
my husband Kwaku 
and I founded 
BTWSC, a London-
based non-profit 
organization, to de-
velop potential, 
raise aspirations and 
promote social inclu-
sion.  

My professional 
name is Ms. Serwah 
partly because I 
thought it was    
important for young 
people not to call 
adults by their first 
name. The formal 
nature of the name 
puts them on notice, 

and reminds them         
                                                                  that we are not peers! 

Our target group is predominantly, but not exclusively, persons 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. Sadly, the majority of these per-
sons in London are of African descent. 

The environment and social conditions have contributed to the state 
of hopelessness in which many of our target group find themselves. 
It is, however, clear that self worth and aspirations are important 
for a turnaround.  

"My people of Africa, we were created in the image of God, but men 
have made us think we are chickens, and we still think we are, but 
we are eagles. Stretch forth your wings and fly! Don‟t be content 
with food of chickens." 

These words by Dr. Kwegyir Aggrey, one of the Founders of Achi-
mota School, have encouraged us to empower our community in 
whatever ways we can, to see themselves as eagles, and aspire to 
reach their full potential. To this end, BTWSC runs a number of pro-
grams, including accredited and non-accredited courses, after-
school sessions and inter-generational community events. 

We also run African/Black History Month programs to highlight the 
contribution of people of African descent to world civilization. This is 
because the Euro-centric curriculum, and the airbrushing of contri-
butions and achievements of Africans, does not help the self-esteem 
of our African youths.  

Akora  Serwah  Asante: Akora  Serwah  Asante: Akora  Serwah  Asante: Empowering London‟s African CommunityEmpowering London‟s African CommunityEmpowering London‟s African Community   
We are spurred on by these words of Carter G. Woodson, the initia-
tor of African/Black History Month: “Those who have no record of 
what their forebears have accomplished lose the inspiration which 
comes from the teaching of biography and history.” 

African/Black History programs also help to provide an understand-
ing of why we are where we are. For example, the devastating 
earthquake in Haiti has touched us all. The country is described as 
the poorest in the Western Hemisphere. The fact that Haiti made 
history as the first state to be formed in the so-called New World 
after a successful revolution by enslaved Africans, is hardly men-
tioned.  

More importantly, many are unaware that Haiti had to agree to pay 
151 million Francs (estimated today at $21.7 billion) to France for 
having the audacity to free itself and cause the French loss of their 
„property‟. This is a major contributory factor to Haiti‟s impoverish-
ment. 

 There is a lot of work to be done, and we are exploring different 
ways of engagement. For example, we thought that we should write 
a book of quotations by people of African descent to further demon-
strate that Africans have contributed a great deal to world civiliza-
tion, and that thinking is at the heart of the African psyche. To this 
end BTWSC has published African Voices, which will be launched at 
the House of Commons this year.  

Akora Serwah Asante 

Class of ’78, Kingsley House 

Serwah at Achimota during the Leavers’  Service, 1980.   

(Photo courtesy of Mina Darfoor) 

http://www.btwsc.com
http://www.btwsc.com/
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Growing up in The Folly, Achimota, was the 
best thing that could happen to a boy; free 
to roam the neighborhood without the con-
straint of walls between the houses, thou-
sands of trees to climb into and drop out off, 
an endless supply of fresh fruit from the 
trees in the area -mango, guava, paw paw, 
sour sot, banana you name it!- and the Achi-
mota Golf Club at the end of our garden! I 
started playing that game at the age of five 
and still love it! 
 
I remember armies of men from the Univer-
sity swarming through The Folly cutting 
grass once or twice a year, singing their 
hearts out and always to the rhythm of their 
slashing blades.  

In those days there were also visits by gen-
tlemen from the Health Department looking 
for any container that could or did contain 
water. If they found one on your property, 
you were fined on the spot. This was to fight 
off mosquitoes; it must have worked be-
cause we spent many a night sitting on our 
veranda overlooking the garden and Aburi 
Hills in the distance.  
  
In those days there was not a single light to 
be seen between our house and Peduasi 
Lodge!! You should see now, a sea of lights, 

uninterrupted! So sad to see how the stun-
ning nature has been destroyed in the name 
of development. 
 
I remember a Swedish couple that lived a 
few houses away from us (forgot their 
name) who had a V.W. Beetle and the 
brakes failed when she tried to drive into the 
garage. She crashed through the rear wall of 
the garage and straight into the kitchen via 
the sidewall of the house. This was easy 
because the walls were all made of Asbestos 
sheets!! 
 
What I loved most about living in The Folly 

was probably the zoo-like collection of pets: 
we had cats and dogs all the time, a number 
of royal python snakes we would rescue off 
the road from Legon to Achimota, white mice 

and rats, a monkey, an antelope and pi-
geons, not to mention a whole array of dan-
gerous and less dangerous wild life that just 
passed through our yard.  
  
The biggest commotion was caused each 
time we brought a python to the house; our 
cook, Kojo, who was Ewe,                    
would NOT appear for work 
because of the "Juju" pow-
ers of the Royal Python. It  
is called "Togbe" in Ewe  
and may not be harmed 
because it is sacred. He  
was scared beyond descrip-
tion of this harmless snake. 
You should have seen him 
chase all manner of venom-
ous snakes out of our    
garden and kill them with 
abandon but the Togbe? 
Whoa!! No way! 
 
The biggest surprise to me 
returning to the old house 
after all these years was 
driving down my old drive-
way, and seeing how small 

everything appeared to me. And it was such 
a shame to see that we still have no concept 
of maintenance. 

Achimotan Through and Through— by Yao Van Landewijk 

Akora Yao Van Landewijk, 1979, McCarthy 

House, grew up in The Folly on the Western 

Compound, an area adjacent to the Achimota 

Golf Course.  

(Photos /Yao Van Landewijk)  

Our first house, 1958. Achimota the Folly 18. Mom, Poem and friends. 

Our first house. Achimota the Folly 18 

Our first house. Achimota the Folly 18 
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Rudwick Farewell – cont. from P1 

Nana Rudwick was cremated on January 11 at Ryde, Isle of Wight in the 
United Kingdom, following a memorial service that was well attended by 
former students and ex-teachers of Achimota School, including Mr. and 
Mrs. Malcolm Redding, Mr. John Barham, Mrs. Shinya (nee Saravanamutu) 
and Mrs. Warrilow, whose husband also taught at Achimota.  

Ms. Helen Rendall, daughter of P. G. Rendall, who was headmaster of Achi-
mota from 1949 to 1953, was also there. It was her father who appointed 
Alan Rudwick to the staff of the school.  

Earlier this year, the school also held a memorial service for Mr. Rudwick in 
the Aggrey Chapel, which was attended by the student body, staff and 

local Akoras.     (Ken Agra in the U.K. contributed to this story). 
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Roll Call Roll Call OF DEPARTED AKORASOF DEPARTED AKORAS  

Akora Amisshadai Adu (1948)  

Father of Akoras Kwame (75), the late Deedei (76)  

& Oforiwa Okrah (78) 

 
Akora Catherine Dowuona 

Wife of  the late Akora Mojaben Dowuona;  

Mother of Akoras Narku and Shormeh, & the late Akora Noi. 

 
Akora Nana John Kwabena Firempong (1971) 

Brother of Akoras Simpson (71), Nana Ama (75),  

Kwesi Yeboah (76), Ben (BOF-79), and Kwaku (82) 

 

Akora BOF, on behalf of his family, is grateful        

to all Akoras, especially those from the             
1971 & 1979 year groups, who attended his 

brother‟s service. Special thanks go to Akoras     
Ken Agra and Annette Klufio for their                 

assistance to the family. 
 

Akora Dr. Bernice Glover (1980) 
Sister of Akoras Stone-G (78) and Agnes (82) 

 
Mrs. Augustina Korsah. 

Mother of Akoras Ione (74), Valerie (75),  

Linda (76) and Kwesi (78).  

 
Mrs. Joana Maria Sarbah Orraca-Tetteh 

Mother of Akoras Kingsley (62), Joseph (69),  

Amabel (72), Comfort, Anneta and Gloria  

 
Akora Henry W. K. Richardson (1945) 

Father of Akoras Jennifer (72), Rosemary (74),  

Harold (76), Katherine (78) and Christopher (82)   

Left: Akora Rev. Emily Buabasah nee Yomekpe (75) preaching at                   

Mr. Rudwick’s service  in the DC area, February 28.   

Right: Akoras Abigail Tamakloe nee Essel (78) & Rowena Maame Baiden     

nee Acquaah (75), along with other Akoras, honored Mr. Rudwick’s memory.  

(Photos courtesy of Mina Darfoor) 

Quick Profile of An Akora LeaderQuick Profile of An Akora LeaderQuick Profile of An Akora Leader   
Elizabeth Nana Asante-Twumasi graduated from Legon in 1987. She was 
elected in May 2002, representing Queensbury ward in the London Borough of 
Harrow for the Labour Party. In 2006 she was elected to represent Edgware 
ward. She will be standing in the May local elections and hopes to be            
re-elected on 6 May 2010. 

Akora Nana currently works as a Con-
sultant in the Voluntary and Commu-
nity Sector, writing bids and advising     
organizations on structures and      
policies.  She also acts as an Advocate 
for individuals. 

She is married to Arnoldus Richard 
Twumasi, (Mfantsipim ‟77, brother of 
Akora Brenya Twumasi) and they have 
four kids: Adeodatus Ronie (25), Ante-
son Ricardo (22), Arnoldine Rachael 
(19),  Anne-Marie Richardine (15). 

Lessons or memories from Achimota 
years that inspired her: “Achimota 
made us realize that we were privi-
leged to be there and that we needed 

to be „living waters to a thirsty land‟  
i.e share our learning so as to benefit 
our communities.” 

Her hope is to see Achimota re- 

emerge as the „glory of the coast‟ so 

that we can all rightly take pride in it.  

 

Elizabeth Nana Asante-Twumasi 

Class of 1976, Kingsley House 

Top:  A guest with Akoras Malcolm Redding and Ken Agra.         

Mr. Rudwick’s service in the U.K. was attended by former           

students and retired teachers of Achimota School.  

The service was followed by a private cremation attended                

by close relatives. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Ken Agra) 



        Tsoo Bwei !Tsoo Bwei !  -- Updates on Projects & Initiatives  
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This page: Aggrey House boys and housemasters in group portraits. 

Masthead photo: House 12 boys and housemasters in group portrait. 

All three photos  circa 1972-1975. 

(Photos courtesy of Akora John Duker (75) 



 

This is the 16th and last issue of CommonRoom 

Updates.    

 

If you missed catching up on what we did during 

the three-year Capital Campaign, you may 

browse our back issues by clicking below: 

 

CommonRoom Updates 

THANK YOU   ! ! ! 

I would like to thank the following Akoras, whose  

regular contributions of articles, helped tremendously 

in the production of this newsletter since its inception: 

 

-  AKORA MALCOLM REDDING 

-  AKORA RAYMOND AKWAYENA 

-  AKORA BEN OWUSU FIREMPONG 

 

from: Akora Maria Kwami Gwira,                              

Editor, CommonRoom Updates 

Recipient’s Name          

& Address  
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